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LAWS OF FLORIDA 
----

CHAPTER 30843 

CHAPTER 30842 
SENATE BILL NO. 43 

ratify, AN ACT to validate and confirm certain conveyances of 
lands heretofore made by the Board of County Commissioners 
of Holmes County. 

ed Be It Enact by the Legislat re of th.e State of Florida: �
deeds Section 1. That all of conveyances of lands in Holmes 

ounty Florida, heretofore made and executed prior to January
t 1955, by the board of county commissioners of Holmes county, 
or that were made and executed by someone acting by or under 
the lawful authority .of such board of county commissioners are 
hereby ratified, validated and confirmed, and declared to convey 
such title, right or interest in any such lands as said county may 
have had or held at the time of the execution of any such con
veyance. Provided, that nothing in this act shall validate any 
deed that was fraudulently obtained or that is now in litigation. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately upon becoming 
a law. 

Became a law without the Governor's approval. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State April 23, 1955. 

CHAPTER 30843 

SENATE BILL NO. 45 

AN ACT to provide for the creation of a Holmes County Hospital 
Corporation; to provide for the establishment, acquisition or 
construction, equipping, maintenance and operation of a public 
hospital at Bonifay in Holmes County, Florida, for the benefit 
of the citizens and residents of Holmes County, Florida; to 
provide for the appointment of trustees of said hospital cor
poration and fix their powers and duties; to provide that the 
physicians, nurses, attendants and patients in said hospital shall 
be subject to rules and regulations of the Board of Trustees 
of said Hospital; to provide that all purchases of supplies, equip
ment and materials by said Hospital Corporation shall be had 
after competitive conditions shall have been maintained; to pro-
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vide for a detailed publication annually of moneys received and 
disbursed by said Hospital Corporation; to provide for the ac
ceptance of donations, gifts, contributions and grants; to provide
for the Hospital Corporation to negotiate and enter into agree
ments with any Federal or State Agency lending or granting
money for the purpose of establishing, acquiring or construct-
ing, erecting, equipping, maintaining and operating a Public Hos-
pital; to provide for the appropriation of money and raising of 
revenue for the establishment, acquisition or construction, main
tenance, equipping and operation of such Hospital by alloca-
tion to such Hospital of a portion of the race track funds which� 
may be received by Holmes County; to provide that _Holmes 
County, by and through its Board of County Commissioners, ·• 
shall be authorized to levy a tax of not more than five (5)
mills on all taxable real and personal property in said County
for a period of twenty-five (25) years from July 1, 1955, for 
the establishment, acquisition or construction, maintenance,
equipping and operation of such Hospital; to provide that Holmes 
County Hospital ·shall have the right of eminent domain; au
thorizing said Hospital Corporation to borrow money and to 
issue negotiable bonds, revenue certificates, notes, debentures, 
certificates of indebtedness and other obligations; to provide that 
the bonds issued by said Hospital Corporation shall not exceed 
One Hundred Seventy-five Thousand ($175,000.00) Dollars; to 
provide for a freeholders election to be called and held in Holmes 
County by Board of County Commissioners of said County; to 
provide that all bonds issued by Holmes County Hospital Cor
poration shall be issued only after the same shall have been 
approved by the majority of the votes cast in an election in 
which a majority of the freeholders, who are qualified, regis-
tered electors in Holmes County shall participate; to provide
for the ·manner and method of holding said election, canvassing 
and ascertaining the results thereof; to provide that said bonds,
when authorized, may be validated as prescribed by law; to pro-
vide for the sale and issuance of said bonds; providing for the 
Trustees of said Holmes County Hospital to prepare and pre-
sent annually on or before the first day of June to the Board 
of County Commissioners an estimate of the amount of money
needed to retire the principal indebtedness and interest for that 
year of outstanding bonds; to provide that it shall be the man
datory duty of said Board of County Commissioners to levy 
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sufficient tax on the real and personal property in Holmes County 
not to exceed five (5) mills in any one year to retire said in
debtedness in accordance. with the estimate submitted by said 
Trustees of Holmes County Hospital Corporation; to provide 
for rights and remedies of the bondholders; to provide for cer
tain recitals and conditions to be contained in said bonds·

' 
to 

provide duties and responsibilities of the Board of County Com-
missioners, Tax Assessor, Comptroller and Tax Collector in as
sessing, collecting and distributing said tax levy to retire said 
bonded indebtedness; to provide that the bonds so issued by
the Holmes County �ospital Corporation are constituted legal
investments for State, County, Municipal or Public Funds or 
for any Bank, Savings Bank, Trustees, Executors or any other 
Trust or Fiduciary Funds; to provide when this Act becomes 
effective; to provide that all property owned by said Holmes 
County Hospital Corporation shall be exempt from taxation of 
every kind; to provide that the Board of County Commissioners 
of Holmes County may allocate to the Holmes County Hospital 
Corporation any other money in its possession not otherwise ap
propriated or allocated to other uses; to provide that in th:e 
event that the Holmes County Hospital Corporation is not formed 
under the provisions of this Act, for any reason, then in such 
event, the race track funds pledged herein to Holmes County 
Hospital Corporation shall accrue and be paid to Board of County 
Commissioners of Holmes County for the use and benefit of 
such Board of Trustees as may eventually construct and oper
ate a Public Hospital in Holmes County. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. There is hereby created a public non-profit corpor
ation which is hereby designated the Holmes county hospital cor
poration, for the purpose of establishing, acquiring or constructing, 
erecting, equipping, maintaining �d operating at Bonifay in Holmes 
county a public hospital primarily for the benefit of the citizens 
and residents of Holmes county, Florida, which hospital shall be 
known as Holmes county hospital; and authority is hereby given 
for said corporation to establish, acquire or construct, erect, equip, 

. maintain and operate a public hospital at Bonifay, in Holmes coun
ty, Florida, to be lmown as Holmes county hospital, such hos
pital to provide as many beds as practicable and said corporation
is further authorized from time to time, when practicable, to ex-
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tend, enlarge and otherwise increase the size of said hospital and 
the services to be rendered to the public by said hospital. 

Section 2. The Holmes county hospital and hospital corpora
tion established under this law shall be for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of Holmes county and for the benefit of any person 
falling sick or being injured or maimed within its limits; and 
the purposes of such hospital .and hospital corporation established 
under the provisions of this law are hereby declared to be public 
purposes and county purposes of the county of Holmes. 

Section 3. The said Holmes county hospital corporation shall:·· 

(a) Have perpetual existence. 

(b) Shall issue no stock and pay no dividends, but shall be 
entirely a public corporation, its net earnings to be placed in its 
reserve fund and used for hospital purposes. 

(c) The said corporation shall be governed by a board of five 
(5) trustees, who shall be appointed and serve for the periods 
as hereinafter provided, such trustees to each be a citizen and 
resident of Holmes county, Florida, of good character and stand
ing. No one shall be a trustee of said corporation who is engaged 
in the practice of medicine· or is interested in any drug business 
or who holds any elected state or county office or who is in the 
employment of any elective state or county office. The original 
five (5) trustees of said corporation shall be appointed by the 
governor of the state of Florida for terms as follows: Two (2) 
for a term of one (1) year; one (1) for a term of two (2) years; 
one (1) for a term of three (3) years; and one (1) for a term 
of four (4) years, and thereafter upon the expiration of said 
original appointments, their successor shall be appointed by the 
governor of the state of Florida for a term of four (4) years. 
Vacancies otherwise, shall be reported to the governor of the 
state of Florida, who shall fill such vacancies in a like manner 
as the original appointments; appointees shall hold office for the 
remainder of the term in which the vacancy occurred. 

(d) The said corporation may contract and be contracted with, 
and may sue and be sued, but said corporation shall not be liable 
for any negligence of any of its officers, agents or employees, in
cluding doctors and surgeons and nurses who may be engaged 
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in work at or about said hospital, and shall not be liable for any 
tort committed by any officer, agent or employee of said corpora

tion. 

(e) The trustees of said corporation shall have complete charge 
of the µianagement of the establishing, acquiring or the build
ing, erecting, equipping, maintaining and operation of the Holmes 
county hospital which it is proposed shall be established by said 
corporation, and of all business and property of said corporation, 
to the same extent and with the same general powers given to 
the directors of a private corporation. 

. .  

(f) The said trustees shall within ten (10) days after their 
appointment, qualify by talting the oath of office and organize 
a board of hospital trustees by the election of one (1) of their 
members as chairman, one (1) as secretary and treasurer, and 
by the election of such other officers as they deem necessary. Such 
chairman Gb.all be executive officer of the board of trustees and 
shall enforce and carry out all the orders of the board of trus
tees contained in resolutions duly adopted and entered on the 
minute books of the meetings of the board of trustees. He shall 
preside at all meetings, countersign all vouchers and warrants 
issued by the secretary and treasurer hereinafter provided for. 
In the absence of the chairman, vouchers and warrants may be 
countersigned by any other member of the board of trustees 
selected by the members of the board of trustees as chairman 
pro tem. The chairman shall give bond in a sum to be fixed by 
the board of county commissioners for the faithful performance 
of his duties in some reputable bonding company authorized to 
do business in the state of Florida, and said bond shall be made 
payable to the governor of Florida and his successors in office 
for the use and benefit of the Holmes county hospital corporation. 

\ ·11 ·! 
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(g) The board of trustees as he.rein constituted shall adopt 
a common seal, and certification under the seal of the board of 
hospital trustees, signed by the chairman and attested by the sec
retary and treasurer, shall constitute sufficient evidence. 

(h) The board of trustees shall elect from its members a sec
retary and treasurer whose duties it shall be to keep full and 
correct minutes of all the proceedings of the board of trustees, 
and keep a separate itemized account of all the expenditures and 
disbursements by said board of trustees. Said minutes and ac-
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counts shall be open to public· in,spection at any time on demand 
of any taxpayer in Holmes county. ·The secretary and treasurer 
shall give bond in a sum to be fixed by the comptroller of . the 
state of Florida for the faithful performance of his duties in some 
reputable bonding company authorized to do business in the state 
of Florida� and said bond shall be made payable to the governor 
of Florida and his successors in office. The sufficiency of said 
bond shall be determined by the comptroller of the state of Florida. 

(i) The board of trustees shall make and adopt such by-laws 
and rules and regulations for their own guidance and for the 
government of the hospital as may be deemed expedient for the 
economic and equitable ·conduct thereof, not inconsistent with this 
law, or the city ordinances of Bonifay, Florida, wherein such 
hospital is located. They shall have exclusive control of the 
expenditures of all moneys collected to the credit of the hospital

' fund. 

(j) All moneys 1·eceived for such hospital shall be deposited 
in any bank designated by the said board of trustees, and placed 
to the credit of the. hospital fund and can be paid out only for 
material supplies, equipment, wages, salaries, principal and inter
est on indebtedness incurred in the acquisition or construction, 
or other items of expense, whatsoever, after said items shall have 
been audited by the secretary and treasurer and approved by a 
majority of the members of the board of trustees in regular ses
sion. When so approved by a majority of said members, upon 
vouchers issued by the secretary and treasurer, warrant may be 
drawn for same and when countersigned by the chairman of said 
board of trustees shall be authenticated. Provided, it shall be 
unlawful to pay any money out of said hospital fund until the 
provisions of this section have been complied with. 

(k) The said board of trustees shall have the power to ap
point a suitable superintendent or matron, or both, doctors, sur
geons, nurses, internes and necessary assistants, and fix their com
pensation and shall also have power to remove such appointees 
and shall in general, carry out the spirit and intent of this law 
in -establishing and maintaining a county public hospital. They 
shall have the power to accept gifts or donations of money, per
sonal property or real estate for the benefit of such hospital ac
cording to the terms of the deed, gift, devise or bequest of such 
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in pr�Y, title to the said property so accep_ted shall vest Holmes 
C�unty hospital corporation, and when deemed necessary and 
advisabJe by said board· they may sell such property as may be 
donated•which is not necessary for hos:pital purposes. The board 
of tru�ees may extend the privil�ges ·a.p.d ':1se of such hospital to 
P.ersoruii•residujg outside of Holmes county upon terms and con
dition.s·�as-· such board of trustee_� may from time to time, by its 
rii]�s and 'regulations, prescribe. Said boa.rd of trustees shall have 
the:.-.-power to determine whether o� not patients presented to 
sticli-:bospital for treatment are subjects of charity, and shall fix 
the charges for occupancy, nursing,' care, medicine and attend- . 
ance, other than' medical or surgical attendance, of those persons
able- to pay ·for same, as the board of · trustees may deem just
and. proper. · Every such inhabitant or persop who is not a pau
per,-shalJ pay to such �oard or·su_ch �ffi�er as it sh� designate, 
a reasonable compensation for occupancy; nursing, c{U'e, medicine, 
and 3Uendance, according to the rules .�d' regulations prescribed 
by the said board. Said hospital -corpor;ition herein established 
shall have the power to sue for and coll"ect ·all amounts which 
may be reasonably charged to the patients or otbers responsibfo
for· them. The saiq. board may exclude from treatment and care 
any 'indigent cir pay case for a communicable or contagious dis
ease whe�·such ·disease may be a detriment to the best interest 
of such 'hospital and a source of contagion or infection to the 
patient in i�· care, and all inhabitants and persons who ·shall wil
fully violate any rules and regulations of such hospital.' The 
boaro. .of hospital trustees shall hold meetings at least once a 
month and keep a complete record of all its transactions, and 
three (3) members of said board shall be required to consti
tute a quorum for the transaction of business. No trustee shall 
?ave . _ a personal, pecuniary interest, either directly or indirectly, 
�-�� purchase of any supplies for said hospital,' unless the same 
are purchased by competitive bidding. 

Section 4. The trustea who serves as  secretary of the board 
sh� receive a reasonable compensation for his services. The 
�er,,._truste'es shall serve the said corporation without compen
satt9n, but they may be reimbursed for their out-of-pocket and 
othe r · . met 'dental expen�es incurred on behalf of the said corpora-
tio.q�·instheir . official capacities. The expense of the bonds re-
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quired herein shall be paid by the hospital corporation as a hos
pital expense. 

Section 5. In the management of such hospital no discrimi
nation shall be made against any medical doctors, commonly 
known as M. D.'s, duly licensed to practice materia medica in 
the state of Florida, and all such regular medical doctors shall 
have equal privileges in treating patients in said hospital. The 
patient shall have the right to employ at his or her own expense, 
his or her own medical doctor, and when acting for any patient 
in such hospital, the medical doctor employed by such patient 

· shall have exclusive charge of the care and treatment of such 
patient, and nurses therein as to such patient to be subject to 
the direction of said medical doctor, subject always to such gen
eral rules and regulations as shall be established by the board 
of trustees under the provisions of this law. The said board of 
trustees shall organize a staff of m<:ldical doctors composed of 
every practicing medical doctor in Holmes county and each such 
medical doctor shall hold his position on said staff so long as he 
complies with the rules and regulations laid down by the board 
of hospital trustees, and it shall be the duty of the said staff to 
organiz-a in a manner prescribed by the said board so that there 

shall be a rotation of service among the members of said st.aH 
to give proper medical and surgical attention to the indigent si� 
injured or maimed who may be admitted to the said hospital for 
treatment and no mem�r of said staff, nor any other medical 
doctor who attends such indigent patient shall receive any com
pensation for his service. 

Section 6. When said hospital is established, the physician, 
nurses, attendants, the person sick therein and all persons ap
proaching or coming Within the limits of same, and all furni
ture and other articles used or brought there shall be subject 
to such rules and regulations as said board of trustees may pre
scribe. 

Section 7. All purchases and supplies, equipment and mate
rials for use in the operation and maintenance of the hospital 
in excess of two, thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) shall 
be approved by the trustees of the hospital corporation after 
competitive conditions shall have been maintained and competi-
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ti.ve bids sought from at least three (3) different sources of sup
ply. During unusual conditions or emergencies, the trustees may
by resolution authorize the purchase of designated supplies and 
equipment in excess of the limitations herein prescribed. Con
tracts for construction of public improvements authorized under 

et by e trustees exce t after advertisements ac no e 
1 s as been made; but this provisic;,n 

lshall not apply to work performed by regular employees of the--· �tal CQll>Otabon.,-

Section 8. At least once in each year the trustees of the Holmes 
county hospital corporation shall publish once, in some newspaper
published in said county, a complete detailed statement of all 
moneys received and disbursed by them since the creation of 
the corporation as to the first published statement and since 
the last published statement as to any other year. Such state
ments shall also show the several sources from which said 
funds were ·received and shall show the balance on band at the 
time of the published statement. It shall show a complete state
ment of the condition of the hospital corporation. 

Section 9. Said H.2,!!nes county ho,fil2ital <;2!P.Oratian shall have 
the power to appoint and hire such agent or agents, architects, 
technical experts, attorneys and all oth-er employees, as are nec
essary for carrying out the purposes of this act and to prescribe
their fees, salaries and duties. Said corporation shall have the 
power to discharge all employees or agents, when it shall be 
deemed by the corporation necessary for the carrying out of 
the purposes of this act. 

Section 10. The said Holmes county hospital corporation shall 
be authorized to accept donations, gifts, contributions and grants
from any agency of the state of Florida, any agency of the United 
States of America, Holmes County, any person, firm or corpora
tion. 

Section 11. Authority is hereby granted to the said Holmes 
county hospital corporation to establish, acquire or erect and 
construct, equip, maintain, and operate the said Holmes county
hospital with funds provided for herein for hospital--purposes 
by this act and such other funds the said corporation may re
ceive from any . other source, including revenue received from· 
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the rental of offices or other space available for rent in said hos
pital; and said hospital corporation is further authorized and em
powered to negotiate and make agreements with any federal or 
state agency lending or granting money for the purpose of es
tablishing, acquiring or constructing, erecting, equipping, main
taining and operating, or for any of such purposes, a public hos
pital, and said hospital corporation is further authorized to use 
so much of the funds provided for and appropriated herein and 
allocated to the said Holmes county hospital corporation as may
be necessary to secure the participation of any federal or state 
agency in the lending or granting of funds for the purpose of 
establishing, acquiring, or constructing, equipping, maintaining, 
or operating, a public hospital under the provisions of this act. ·• 

Section 12. Immediately upon this act becoming a law and the 
trustees of said Holmes county hospital corporation are appointed
and duly qualified, the said corporation shall be authorized to 
transact business and �nter into contract looking to the estab
lishment of the hospital herein provided for, and may, with
out rendering the corporation liable beyond the sources of money 
pledged, borrow money giving security therefor the bonds pro
vided for herein. 

Section 13. For the purpose of e.stablishing, acquiring or erect
ing, and constructing equipping, maintaining and operating said 
Holmes county hospital, or any of such purposes, there shall be 
paid to the board of trustees of the Holmes county hospital cor
poration all that portion of the race track funds allocated to 
Holmes county under the provisions of chapter 550, Florida Stat
utes, in excess of one hundred and eleven thousand dollars ($111,-
000.00) beginning with the fiscal year on July 1, 1955, and for 
a period of twenty-five (25) years thereafter or until all prin.ci
pal sums of indebtedness incurred by said Holmes county hospi
tal corporation in th-a establishing, acquiring, erecting, construct
ing, and equipping of said hospital shall have been paid in full, 
said funds to be used by the board of trustees only for the pur
poses herein set out, or for any of such purposes; the first one 
hundred eleven thousand dollars ($111,000.00) of the race track 
funds allocated to Holmes county, Florida, under the provision
of chapter 550, Florida Statutes, as amended, shall continue to 
be disbursed as provided for by applicable statutes. 
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Section 14. Holmes county by and through its board of county 
mmissioners shall be authorized to hvy a tax of not more than I ! 

r (5) mills on all taxable real and personal property in said 

c:::nty for each year for the execution of the progTam provided 
All moneys collected by such county from taxin this act. f 

:on herein authoriz-2d shall likewise be paid to the trustees of 
�e Holmes county hospital corporation to be applied to the pur
poses of this act. 
of the Holmes county hospital corporation solely for the purpose 
of carrying out the int-ant and object of this law. 

1671 

. ... .� .. .. .
. '. . .': ,\. ,,.-. .,: ",". 

LAWS OF FLORIDA CHAPTER 30843 

' 

. \
' 

Such funds shall be expended by said trustees 

Section 15. The bonds authorized herein shall in no event ex
ceed one hundred seventy-five thousand dollars ($175,000.00) for 
the construction of the Holmes county hospital authorized herein 
and all proceeds from such bond sale remaining in the hands of 
the Holmes county hospital corporation after payment of all costs 
of construction of the hospital as herein authorized shall be used 
by said corporation for equipping, Op.?rating and maintaining such 
county hospital in connection with the hospital program outlined 
herein. 

Section 16. The bonds herein authorized to be issued shall not 
have a maturity extending beyond twenty-five (25) years from 
date of same, and shall npt draw interest at a rate greater than 

six per i:ent (6%). They may be term or serial bonds and shall 
be sold at public sale. Public notice of sale shall be given pub
lication, one (1) time, in some newspaper of general circulation 
in Holmes county, Florida; said publication shall h� at least ten 
{10) days prior to date of sale, the notice to contain the time, 
date and place and tenns of sale. In either event, the bonds 
shall not be sold for less than ninety-five p?r cent (95%) of 

, 
\ par value. The Florida state improvement commission or the . ' •
t 

.. Holmes county hospital corporation, whichever shall issue the 
; . f . ·bonds under this act, shall, by resolution duly adopted, set forth • 

. 
I .I:·;•the �tal amount of th� bonds to be issued, the maturity dates, 

the mterest rate rate to 
.

. .

(providing the interest be paid by _Prospective purchasers can be left open for competitive bids) , 
:e Purpose for which too bonds are issued, and shall in addi

on thereto cont� the standard recitals, covenants and condi-
ti ns cust.omary lll order to expedite the sale of the bonds in . th: market at the highest rate. The bonds, when authorized, 

;., 
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may be validated as prescribed by law. The Florida state im
provement comm�slon and the Holmes county hospital corpora
tion, jointly and severally, ru·e hereby given full and complete 
power to do and promote all things necessary and incidental to 
the successful accomplishment of the main purposes of this act, 
and any of the powers hereinabove enum�rated in particular 
shall not be construed as a limitation against any remaining_ pow
ers but the powers herein shall be construed as cumulative. 

Section 17. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions•·of 
th.is act for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1955, and f9r a 
period of twenty-five (25) years. thereafter there shall be a levy 
and distribution in the manner provided for in sections 13, 14, 
23, 24 and 25 of th.is act. 

Section 18. The board shall have the power of eminent domain 
and rnay thereby condemn and acquire any real or personal prop
erty within the city limits of Bonifay, Florida, which the board 
may deem necessary £or the use of said hospital corporation such 
power of condemnation shall be exercised in the same manner 
as is now provided by the general law for the exercise of the 
power of eminent domain by cities and towns of the state of 
Florida. 

Section 19. Before any bonds of the Holmes county hospital 
corporation are issued hereunder, the trustees of said corpora
tion shall investigate and determine the legality of the proceed
ings. The resolution authorizing the bonds may direct that they 
shall contain the following recital: "It is certified that th.is bond 
is authorized by and is issued in conformity with the require
ments of the constitution and statutes of the state of Florida." 
Such recital shall be an authorized declaration by the governing 
authority of the hospital corporation and shall import that there 
is constitutional and statutory authority for incurring the debts 
and issuing the bonds; that all the proceedings therefor are re�
ular; that all acts, conditions and things required to exist, happen 
and be performed precedent to ,and in the issuance of the bonds 
having existed, happened and been performed in due time, form 
and manner, as requjred by law; that the amount of the bonds 
together with all other indebtedness, does not exceed any limit 
or limits prescribed by the constitution and statutes of this state. 
If any bond be issued containln_g said recital, it shall be conclu
sivel.y presumed that said recital, construed according to the lm-
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port hereby declared, is true, and the Ho�es county h�spit.al. _corporation shall not be pertllltted to question the validity or 
legality of the obligation in any court in any action or proceeding. 

Section 20. All bonds issued by the Holmes county hospital
corporation shall be issued only after the same sball have been 
approved by the majority of the votes cast in an election in which 
a majority of the free-holders, who are. qualified, registered elec
tors in Holmes county, shall participate; which said election shall 
be called and held by the board of county commissioners of Holmes 
county, Florida. Immediately upon this act becoming a law and the 
trustees of said Holmes county hospital corporation are appointed

' and duly qualified the board of county commissioners of Holmes
\ county, Florida, shall by resolution order. such election to be held 
I in the county, and shall give thirty (30) days notice of said elec

I. 
tion by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within 

the county, once a week for four (4) consecutive weeks during
such period . 

�. Section 21. Only registered electors of the county who are free
holders owning real property within the territorial limits of the 
county shall be permitted to vote at a bond election, and they · 
may be requi.red to submit proof by affidavit before the election 
official that they are free-holders owning property in the said 
county and are qualified as electors; for the purpose of determin
ing the total number of qualified electors residing in the said 
county, who are free-holders and entitled to participate in such 
election, the board of county cornrnissirmers of Holmes county
shall prepare a list or file of all qualified electors appearing upon 
the registration books, who are determined to be free-holders 
residing in said county .and qualified to vote in said election. 
Such lists or files shall be furnished to the inspectors or clerks 
of the election at each voting place and such list or file shall be 
Prima facie evidence of the total number of qualified electors 
who are free-holders in the county and are qualified to partici .... 
pate in such election; no person shall be permitted to vote in 
such election whose name does not appear upon such list or file; 
except that a qualified elector of the county whose name does 
not appear upon such file or list shall be permitted to vote upon 
�g .a free-holder's oath before the clerk of the election and . 

m.i.shi.ng proof of his or her qualification as a free-holder. I. 
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Section 22. As far as practicable, and not inconsistent with 

this act the procedure provided in chapters 100, 102 and 130 of 

Florida Statutes 1951, an4 all amendments thereto, shall govern. 

Section 23. It shall be the duty of the trustees-of the Holmes 

county hospital corporation on or before the first day of June 
of each year to prepare an estimate of the am.ount of money it 
will need for that year to retire the principal indebtedness and 
interest for that particular year of outstanding bonds and to sub .
mit said estimate to the board of county commissioners to levy . 
sufficient taxes not to exceed five (5) mills for any one (1) year 
upon all taxable real and personal property in Holmes county, 
Florida, in accordance with the estimate furnished said board 
by the trustees of Holmes county hospital corporation, and it shall 
be the duty of said board of county commissioners to levy said 
taxes. 

Section 24. It shall be the duty of the comptroller of the state 
of Florida to assess on all the railroad lines and railroad prop
erty and telegraph lines and telegraph property situated or lo
cated in said Holmes county, Florida, the tax determined by the 
hoard of county commissioners of Holmes county, Florida, each 
year to be necessary for the purpose of meeting said bonded in
debtedness of said Holmes county hospital corporation, and it 
shall be the duty of the clerk of the board of county commis
sioners to certi!y to the comptroller of the state of Florida, the 
millage of taxes so determined by said board of county commis

sioners in accordance with the estimate so fu.mlshed said board 
by the trustees of the hospital corporation and the tax assessor 
of Holmes county; Florida, shall include such property in his tax 
assessment roll in the assessment of such tax and the comp
troller of the state of Florida shall certify annually to the tax 
assessor of Holmes county, Florida, the property so assessed by
him at the same time that he certifies the assessment of such 
property for county purposes. That the tax assessor of Holmes · 
county, Florida, is hereby directed and required to assess and 
extend upon the assessment roll of Holmes county, Florida, for 
each year the tax levied by the board of county com.missioners 
of Holmes county, Florida, as provided in section 23 hereof, and 
the tax levied and assessed by the comptroller of the state of 
Florida as provided in section 24 hereof. 
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. 
That the tax collector of Holmes county, Florida,Section 25. 

is hereby directed and required to collect at the same time and 
In the s.ime manner as he collects other taxes assessed upoo the 
annual tax assessment roll of Holmes county, Florida, the tax 
levied and assessed for said Holmes county hospital corporation 
and upon collection thereof pay the same to the Holmes county 
hospital corporation, remittance of said taxes to be made at the 
same time as remittance of county taxes is made by said tax col

lector. 

Section 26. Said bonds shall be and they aie hereby consti
tuted as legal investments for any state, county, municipal, or 
public funds or for any bank, savings bank, trustees, executors, 
or any other trust or fiduciary funds whatsoever. Said bonds 
shall also be and constitute legal securities which may be de
posited by any bank or trust company for the securing of state, 
county, municipal, or other pubUc funds. 

Section 27. If the provisions herein made for the payment from 

f
' 

the race track funds allocated to Holme.s county of the bonds 

I herein authorized should fail or should for any reaso� become 
I inadequate, then in that event, the principal and interest on the 
l bonds herein authorized shall be payable from the· proceeds of 

the ad valorem tax provided for under the provisions of this act, 
if the provision herein made for the payment of the principal 

t and interest of the bonds herein authorized from race track funds
I
' should at any time fail or become inadequate, it shall also be

come the mandatory duty of the board of county commissioners 
of Holmes county to levy a tax adequate to pay such principal 
and interest on said bonds of not more than five (5) mills on 
all taxable real and personal property in .said county, and such 
mandatory duty may be enforced by mandamus or any other ap
propriate remedy. 

Section 28. Any clause or section of this act which for any 
reason will be held or declared invalid, may be eliminated and 
the remaining portion or portions thereof shall be and remain 
In full force a.nd be valid a.s if such invalid clause or section 

.,had not been included therein. All laws and parts of laws in ., 
confilct with the provisions of this act, or any part of it, will in . 

,'I!that respect be repealed. 

1675 

l 
.., ;\I·""'!'!, .��,-----------------9'1'!---------�•IA zs ;s;;c •< iJSC J!I 



CHAPTER 30844 LAWS OF FLORIDA 

Section 29. It is intentioned that the provisions of this act 
shall be liberally construed for accomplishing the work author
ized and provided for or intended to be provided for in this act, 
and where strict construction would result in the defeat of the 
accomplishment of any part of the work authorized by this act, 
and a liberal construction would permit or assist in the accom
plishment thereof, the liberal construction shall be chosen. 

Section 30. In addition to the funds appropriated under the 
provision of this law, the board of county commissioners of Holmes 

county may allocate to the Holmes county hospital c:orporation 
any other public moneys in possession of said board of county
commissioners, not otherwise appropriated or allocated to other 
uses. 

Csection 31. All property which may be acquired or owned by
the said Holmes county hospital corporation shall be exempt from 
taxation of every kind. 

Section 32. In the event that the Holmes county hospital cor
poration is not formed under the provisions of this act for any
reason or reasons, then in such event, the race tnck funds pledged 
to the Holmes county hospital corporation as provided for in sec
tion 13 herein shall accrue and be paid over to the board of county
commissioners of Holmes county for the use and benefit of such 
board or trustees as may eventually construct and operate a pub
lic hospital in Holmes county. 

Section 33. This act shall take effect immediately upon its pas
sage and approval by the governor, or upon its becoming a law 
without such approval. 

Became a law without the Governor's approval 

Filed in Office Secretary of Stilte April 23, 1955. 

CHAPTER 30844 
SENATE BILL NO. 49 

AN ACT abolishing the Board of Bond Trustees of Special· Road 
and Bridge District A, Holm�s County and appropriating funds 
thereof to the county road and bridge fund. 
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CHAPI'ER 2005-352 

House Bill No. 1829 

An act relating to Holmes County; amending chapter 30843 Laws of 
Florida (1955), as amended, relating to the Holmes Count/Hospital 
Corporation; revising provisions relating to the corporation's issu
ance of bonds to construct and erect a new hospital facility in Holmes 
County; repealin� �arious provisions of said chapter; requiring a 
referendum; prov1dmg an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 30843, Laws of Florida (1955), as 
amended, is amended to read: 

Section 1. There is hereby created a public non-profit corporation which 
is hereby designated the Holmes County Hospital Corporation, for the pur
pose of establishing, acquiring or constructing, erecting, equipping, main
taining and operating at 'Baeifay, in Holmes County a public hospital pri
marily for the benefit of the citizens and residents of Holmes County, Flor
ida, which hospital shall be known as Holmes County Hospital; and author
ity is hereby given for said corporation t,o establish, acquire or construct, 
erect, equip, maintain and operate a public hospital at 'Baeifay, in Holmes 
County, Florida, to be known as Holmes County Hospital, such hospital to 
provide as many beds as practicable and said corporation is further author
ized from time to time, when practicable, to extend, enlarge and otherwise 
increase the size of said hospital and the services to be rendered to the public 
by said hospital. 

Section 2. Subsection (i) of section 3 of chapter 30843, Laws of Florida 
(1955), as amended, is amended to read: 

Section 3. 

(i) The board of trustees shall make and adopt such by-laws and rules 
and regulations for their own guidance and for the government of the hospi
tal as may be deemed expedient for the economic and equitable conduct 
thereof, not inconsistent with this law ar the oity ardieaeoes af 'Baeifay, 
Flerida, wherein such hospital is located. They shall have exclusive control 
of the expenditures of all moneys collected to the credit of the hospital fund. 

Section 3. Section 12 of chapter 30843, Laws of Florida (1955), as 
amended, is amended to read: 

Section 12. Immediately upon this act becoming a law and the trustees 
of said Holmes County Hospital Corporation are appointed and duly quali
fied, the said corporation shall be authorized to transact business and enter 
into contract looking to the establishment of the ho_spital herein provided
for, to incur liabilities: borrow money at such rates ofmterest as the trustees 
may determine: issue its notes, bonds, or other obligations: and secure any 
of its obligations by mortgage, pledge, or assignment of all or any of its 
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amended, is amended to read. Section 4. Section 15 of chapter 30843, Laws of Florida (1955), as 

aws of Florida (1955). as amended, are repealed. 
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�liableuu;uuu thesaare?s ofmaaey p_ledged, beFFewmaeey gi!J:ing seeYf' 
.-rties, franchises, or income aad may, withowt reederiagthe sorpoFa12!21lo

�theref.er thebonds pro•mled fer hei:01-a. 

Section 15. {1) The trustees of Holmes County Hospital Corporation are 
uthorized to issue bonds or to have bonds issued payable from legally 

¾ailable revenues, pledge therefore property sufficient to pay the principal 
:nd interest as the same become due on such bonds which shall be in such 
fQrmand denomination bearing an interest rate that does not exceed that 
authorized by general law. The form of such bonds shall be fixed by resolu
tion ofthe board of trustees of_ Holmes County_ Hospital Corporation or the 
issuer and the bonds shall be signed by the chair of the board countersigned 
by the secretary of the board under the seal of the board of trustees. of 
Holmes County Hospital Corporation or as authorized by the issuer. Cou
�ns. or such legal reguirem�n� as_ to the issuer _of bonds requires if any, 
shall be executed by the facs1m1le signature of said officers or the issuers. 
The deljvery, at any subsequent date of any bond and coupon so executed 
shall be valid. although before the date of delivery. the person signing such 
bonds or coupons shall cease to hold office or is authorized by the issuer. 

(2} The bonds may be issued in the form and manner as determined by 
theboard of trustees of Holmes County Hospital Corporation, not inconsis
tent with general law or the issuer. which is consistent with general law. 
This act shall be construed to provide compl ete authority to issue debt in any 
reasonable form and manner as determined by the board of trustees of 
Holmes County Hospital Corporation that are not inconsistent with general 

Jaw. 

(3) No resolution or proceeding in respect to the issuance of bonds here

eerporatioe aftei: flaymeat ef alkest& of soastryetiea ef the hospital as 

and maiataiaiag sYeh eoYaty hosflital ie eoanestioa with the hospital pre 
bereia aYthorized shall be ysed by said Garperation fer OEtYipping, BflOFa�ng 

gram OYtlinee hei:ein. 

Section 5. Section 18 of chapter 30843, Laws of Florida (1955), as 
amended, is amended to read: 

Section 18. The board shall have the power of eminent domain and may 
t�e�eby condemn and acquire any real or personal property within the Gity 

m the same manner as is now provided by the general law for the exe�ise ofthe power ofeminent domain by cities and towns of the state of Flonda. 

under shall be necessary. �GAd&-aHtherized heroin shall ia ao e¥oat 
eKseed oa haedred se�•onty fi•,ro thoosa,ee dellars ($17a,000.00� for tho sen 
strY-Otion of tho Helmes eeaaty h96pital al:itherized heroin a-nd aJ.l flFOGeods 
frem SYGh band sale remaining in the haads ef tho Helmes G8QRty has:pital 

liAuts of Roeifay, Florida which the board may deem necessary for the use 
?fsaid hospital corporati�n such power of condemnation shall be exercised 

L
Section 6. Sections 16, 17. 19, 20, 21. 22. 23. 26. and 27 ofchapter 30843, 
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Section 7. On orbefore December 30. 2006. the Holmes County Hospital 
Corporation s�all call and th� Superviso� ?f Elections of Holmes County
wall conduct. m accordance with the provisions of law relatingtoelections 
currently in force, a referendum of the qualified voters of Holmes County on 
the a1Uestion of whether the Holmes County Hospital Corporation shall 
amend its charte� to in�r�ase the corporation's bonding authority to con• _e
struc.tanew hospital fac1hty m Holmes County pursuant to section 4 of this 

Section 8. This act shall take effect only if a majority of those qualified 
electors of Holmes County voting in the referendum held pursuant to this 
act approve the referend1;1m questi�n in accordance with section 7, except 
that this section and section 7 of this act shall take effect upon becoming a 
law. 

Approved by the Governor June 13. 2005. 

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 13, 2005. 
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